
 
 

June 26, 2020 
 
Martin E. Rose, Esq. 
Sean M. Whyte, Esq. 
Lavonna Teal, Esq.  
Frost Brown Todd, LCC 
Rosewood Court  
2101 Cedar Springs Road, Suite 900 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
Via Email: mrose@fbtlaw.com 
swhyte@fbtlaw.com 
lteal@tbtlaw.com  
        Re: Cease and Desist Letter  
 
Dear Mr. Rose; 
 

The TCIA Board of Directors is in receipt of your letter dated June 23rd. Our responses to 
the issues presented are as follows: 
 

Regarding TCIA reporting that Zilis “markets to children…,” those statements were included 
because a Dallas area physician submitted photos to TCIA of marketing materials left by a Zilis 
Ambassador at a practice that serves both adults and children. That said, the Board was not aware of 
the Zilis label’s child warnings. TCIA has now removed all references of marketing to children. 
 

Regarding your assertion that TCIA has made “unsupported claims and outright falsehoods”, 
this is unfounded.  The multiple conflicts of interest between Zilis, the U.S. Hemp Authority, and 
Frost Brown Todd (via Jonathan Miller’s active roles in those organizations) are publicly-documented 
facts. The lab reports themselves of four different test results (the first two of which were submitted 
unsolicited to TCIA from a CBD retail store owner carrying multiple brands), obtained from four 
different Zilis distribution sources, at four different periods of time are documented facts. Those 
complete reports are published whole so that people can review and make their own decisions. If Zilis 
would like to publish its own test results and/or question the validity of the labs themselves or the 
meaning of the data within the reports (as you have done in your letter), we will provide the same 
social media platform that the TCIA members have and post whatever Zilis submits. 
 

It is defamatory for Zilis to assert that “directors of the TCIA own and operate competitive 
businesses” and have “launched a business motivated, intentional and false attack.” I am an attorney 
with a specialized oil and gas practice. Dr. Bier is an emergency room physician. Mr. Raise represents 
bands in the music industry. None of us have CBD industry or multi-level marketing investments of 
any kind. All three of us have multiple marijuana investments and are involved in marijuana advocacy 
groups. None of those entities compete with hemp-based Zilis in any way. There are no conflicts of 
interest and no financial incentive for TCIA to publish the facts contained in the Zilis report. 
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